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areas in the U. P. and Bihar, the mills in these two provinces
generally receive a far higher proportion of their cane require-
ments at the gates than is possible in Bengal. The respective
percentages of the cane supplies at the gate in different pro-
vinces are given below:

TABLE XL

Approximate percentages of gate
cane to the total quantity of cane

Province

crushed

Bengal
Bihar
ILP.
Punjab

40
53
65
57

It will be seen that these percentages appear to be suffi-
ciently correlated to the percentages of the sugar-cane areas
given in TABLE XXXIX. The mills in Bengal are at a great
disadvantage not only on account of the deterioration of the
sucrose of the rail-borne cane (sometimes drawn from a dist-
ance of 160 miles) and the expenses involved in the main-
tenance of a purchasing staff, but also because of the heavy
freight bill which the mills have to meet on this account

On the manufacturing side of the sugar industry the
length of the crushing season is a very important factor. The
incidence of the manufacturing charges varies in inverse pro-
portion to the length of the crushing season. The average
number of working days for the four northern provinces is
given below:

TABLE XLI

Province 1       Number of working days (Average 1935-36

to 1938-39)

Bengal
Bihar
IT. P.
Punjab

108
113
119
105

A   The crushing season is the shortest in the Punjab and h*
Bengal it is shorter than ia the U. P. and Bihar.   The short